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the greater part of Lorraine. Bismarck at first was somewhat
doubtful as to these annexations, regarding them as the prob-
able cause of prolonged hostility and a future war with France,
but he was overruled by Moltke and the generals. They saw in
the possession of Strassburg, with both banks of the Rhine and
the line of the Vosges, a new security for the defence of Germany.

The 'dragon's teeth' had been sown, but it was forty-three
years till the harvest of strife and death was reaped. This lapse
of years witnessed an ever-increasing growth of armaments by
land and sea, and not one of them was a year of unbroken peace.
It was a period of accelerated progress in the exploration and
occupation of new countries, and in various parts of the world
international rivalries for colonial and territorial expansion and
influence led again and again to perilous tension, sometimes
ending in armed conflict. It was also a period of many remark-
able discoveries in the sphere of scientific research and mechani-
cal invention, and of immense improvements in transport and
intercommunication. Not a few of these discoveries and inven-
tions facilitated the manufacture and accumulation of millions
of weapons and vast stores of munitions, or in other ways
became auxiliaries to warlike operations.

France reorganized her army on the German model, replaced
the Chassepot with an improved long range rifle, and rearmed
the artillery with Canet and Creusot breech-loading cannon.
Arsenals and steel works were busy turning out heavy guns for
a gigantic scheme of fortifications. The new eastern frontier
was provided with a barrier of four fortresses (Verdun, Toul,
fipinal, and Belfort) with intermediate chains of forts. Lille
and Maubeuge were fortified to guard the northern frontier.
There was an inner group of fortresses that included Rheims,
Laon, and Langres, and Paris was defended by a far-flung
circle of forts that were intended to secure it even from long
range bombardment. The defences of the ports were recon-
structed. Year after year millions were spent on this fortifica-
tion of a whole country.

Moltke was still chief of the German General Staff for seven-
teen years after the war. Under his direction there was nothing